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Governor-General’s Speech :  [1 Marcr, 1923.]

Address-in-Reply. M

Mr. BRUCE (Flinders—Prime Minis-
ter) [3.564].—I can very well understand

- the feelings of the honorable member for
. Bourke (Mr. Anstey). The position in
which honorable members opposite find
themselves is certainly very unfortunate.
For some considerable time past they
- have been building their hopes upon dis-
~ sension in the ranks of those opposed to
them, and upon no possible merit of their
own. To-day they are faced with the dis-
 tressing fact that they have opposed to
- them a united Ministerial party, headed
by a Government who have a substantial
majority in the House, and who are de-
termined to carry out a progressive policy.

Mr. West.—What is it!

Mr. BRUCE.—The mover of the amend-
ment tried to force events by persuading
* himgelf that what he thought would hap-
. pen had actually happened. If there
were to be an amalgamation of the forces
opposed to honorable members opposite,
. their nightly prayer was that the com-
bination might be one dominated by
. Conservatism and reactionary to the core.
That was their only hope. Unfor-
tunately for them nothing of the sort
has happened or will happen. The Go-
vernment will not be reactionary, and it
will not do any of the things which the
. honorable member for Bourke predicted
as likely to be done under our rule. I
do not think that the homorable mem-
ber has any personal antipathy to me,
but he did not appear to care for my
method of dressing, or my manners, or
some quality which he described as cul-
ture.  But if he thinks that any of
those characteristics indicate the good
- old Conservative mind, or Tory instincts,
" I assure him he is quite wrong. The
members of the Government are not
Tories. We are just as progressive in
our ideas as are the majority of honor-
able members opposite. But we show a
. little more sanity in conmnexion with the
. means by which we hope to give effeet to
those ideas.

The honorable member complained
of the absence of any policy. He said

s

that this was the first Government
' which had met Parliament with-
~out a complete policy, and sug-

gested that if thé Labour party had
been in our place they would have been
ready with their policy. Of course they
would ; it is ready made. It would be

given to them at the door and they
would have introduced it to the House.

Mr. Wesr.—And given effect to it.

Mr. BRUCE.—The party would do
what it was told to do. But we are
not in that position. I personally
prefer not to be so situated; I think it
is more. desirable that the Government
elected by the representatives of the
people should frame their own policy and
should not be dominated by outside in-

fluences. Not having a ready-made
policy, we require a little time
to consider some of the great pro-
blems with which we are faced, and

to endeavour to find a solution of the
difficult circumstances which surround us
to-day. That is what the Government
propose to do.

I remind the House of the circum-
stances in which the Government have
met Parliament. The Ministry came into
being on the 9th Tebruary, and the
majority of its members are men wha
have not previously held office. Of neces-
sity, owing to the results of the electiom,
the absence of ex-Ministers and the de-
feat of others, work in the Departments,
of which they assumed control, was in
arrears. We have taken over the reins
of government, we have gome into the
Departments and tackled the problems
which confronted us; but no Government
with any intelligence, or who made any
pretence of comsidering the problems
which have to be solved, could produce
a policy in so short a time. It would
have been a grave and serious mistake to
attempt to do so. Some time will be
required to frame a policy and present
it to the House. I intend, however, to
indicate to homnorable members some of
the problems with which we have to cope,
in order that they may realize how im-
possible it was to present to the House
a completed policy without first having
had an opportunity of giving it the most
mature consideration.

The honorable member for Bourke
took considerable objection to some of
the speeches that I have made since the
formation of the Government. I ven-
ture to suggest that they contained many
things which required to be said, and I
invite honorable members opposite to
study and repeat them. The hon-

"orable member for Bourke said that my

speeches were platitudes. I can imagine
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the type of speech the honorable mem-
ber would have made had he been in my
place. My remarks may have been
platitudes, but they were commonsense
platitudes. His would have been the wild
platitudes of the Communist or Socialist,
which miean nothing to sane minds, but
-carry away those who do mot understand

them. If we are to have platitudes, I
prefer them savoured with a little sanity
rather than those which the honor-
able member would have uttered.
The honorable member repeatedly said
that the combination now in office

is without common principles or com-
mon ideals, and was brought about
merely for the purpose of keeping the
Labour party out of office. That is quite
absurd. The two parties that have com-
bined have common ideals and a common
basis, and we shall endeavour to ecarry
through a programme which represents
those ideals. But even if that were nob
so, ! think it would have been very proper
for the parties on this side to combine
if for no other objective than to keep the
present Labour party out of power. Some
things are so terrible to contemplate for
Australia that almost any preventive
action would be justified. Omne of those
possibilities is the advent to power in the
Clommonwealth of the Labour party as
at present constituted. T had a very con-
giderable respect for the Labour party of
those days of which the honorable member
for Bourke spoke, which put upon the
statute-book some admirable measures.

Mr. CmARLTON.—Most of the men who
placed those measures on the statute-book
are in the House now, but the parties
opnosite have kicked out all but two of
those who went over to them from the
T ahour party.

Mr. SPRARER.—Order! T ack hon-
orable members to resist the temptation to

interject.
Mr. BRUCE.—TI repeat that T had a
very considerable admiration for the

Lahour party of days gone by, and the
things for which it stood. Honorable
members onposite flatter themselves if
thev think that they are anything like the
old T.abour party, cr that their proposals
resemble the principles for which Tabour
stood in years gone hv. In those fiavs
the TLabour party stood for great things,
and was not dominated by outside nnﬂ
sinister influences. To-dav the position is
very different. I say quite frankly that.

while the Labour party is in its present
position, and stands for those things that
are forced on it from outside, I am going
to do everything in my power to keep it
out of office. I am sorry to have to say
what I must say about the honorable
member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey), but
he said much about the party on this side,
and I must point out that honorable
members opposite are not so blameless
as he might suggest. There is one phase
which I desire to mention for the con-
sideration of the honorable member. We
all know what the Labour party stands
for to-day. The party makes no. dis-
guise of the fact that it stands to-day for
what its programme says—the socializa-
tion of produetion, industry, distribution,
and exchange. 1 presume that, should
the Labour party come into power, honor-
able members opposite are prepared fo
carry out their own programme.
Mr, Crarrron.—Hear, hear!

Mr., BRUCE.—Then it is to be re-
gretted that the honorable member did
not tell the country what his party’s pro-
gramme was. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition (Mr. Charlton) went up and down
the country and made many speechés.
I have the greatest admiration for those
speeches, beeause he skated over such thin
ice that it is almost inconeceivable that
he did not go through. This, however,
did not happen; the honorable member
evaded all the dangerous subjeets and
avoided all mention of the real objectives
for which his party stands. The present
Government may have some demerits—
personally, T hesitate to believe it has—
but they and their supporters certainly
had the courage to tell the country what
they stood for and what they believed
in. There are quite a number of gentle-
men opposite who did nothing of the sort.
I free the honorable member for Bourke
(Mr. Anstey) from any such charge, as
he never hesitates to say what he thinks.
He not only says it on the platform, but
has also put it into books, and I have
in front of me one of his very frank
utterances in regard to a policy for Aus-
tralia :—

No skin-plaster legislation, no mere policy
of alleviation. will meet the position. Revolu-
tion in aetion and method is the one saving

instrumentality. the sole alternative to a long
erinding period of absolute slavery, T make
no apology forithis statement. Australia
is moving to the ecrisis.
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